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the President with it, but everyone is talking about these articles, and the gossip is that Gordon Auchincloss [Colonel House's son-in-law] is inspiring them. Feeling just as you did the Colonel would be the first to resent such a thing if he knew it, I went to him a week ago and talked to him about it, and came away feeling that the gossip was correct. Several of our friends among the newspaper people have told me that the man who writes these articles is always in the Colonel's room and gets his tips straight from him."
"I don't believe it, Dr. Grayson," I answered, "for if it were true Colonel House would be a traitor."
"Well," he said, "I don't say it is true, but that is what I hear. I even went so far as to mention the man's name to the Colonel and he said: 'There is nothing in it. I rarely ever see the man.' But, by a strange coincidence, the next day the newspaper man who had told me about it asked if I had done anything to draw it to the attention of the Colonel. I told him I had, and that the Colonel had said he rarely saw the man and there was nothing to it. At that, my newspaper friend said: 'Well, do you mind coming up on the roof with me?'"
This was at the Hotel Crillon where our Commission was housed. Dr. Grayson went to the roof where a photographer had his camera set up and was taking pictures of Colonel House and the writer of the articles standing with their arms around each other's shoulders. Dr. Grayson added: "When they saw me the Colonel dropped his friend and said: 'That is enough,' and quickly left the scene."
When my husband came in I told him of Colonel House's call and the incident of the newspaper article, but not what Dr. Grayson had said. "Oh, I am sorry you hurt House," exclaimed Woodrow. "I would as soon doubt your loyalty as his. All this is another attempt to misrepresent things at home,"
All my husband had against the Colonel at this time was what he regarded as a grave error in judgment in failing to